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 From a remote island on Canada's rugged east coast, author Eric
Colbourne brings us another collection of compelling stories, some
surreal, some filled with grief, and others in a lighter and more nostalgic
vein. 

During the Klondike Gold Rush of 1897, a young couple leaves the island
to seek riches in the Yukon Territory, a decision that leads to misfortune. 

An older woman reflects on her husband's terminal illness, her son's
death, and her own mortality. 

A young man coming of age in the early 1960s learns to harness the
power of radio waves to teleport to exotic destinations. 

The online world of scams and skulduggery presents unique
opportunities for an individual with an internet obsession. 

These twelve powerful stories blend the sublime with the outlandish for
moments of pure entertainment and self-discovery.

Eric Colbourne was born in Newfoundland in 1944. He is a graduate of
Memorial University of Newfoundland and Labrador, McGill University at
Montreal, and the University of Reading in the UK. His published works
include Disappeared: Stories from the Coast of Newfoundland, Dancing on Air, The
Diary of a Fishing Master, and numerous satirical essays online. He lives in the
small outport community of Lush's Bight-Beaumont, NL.

ericcolbourne1@gmail.com



We felt the ocean even in our bones and dreamed about it in our
deepest slumber. Its waves stroked the beach only feet from our home.
We sang songs to soothe its soul and composed ballads to enshrine the
tales of sailors. “The sea, oh the sea, the wonderful sea,” we sang. Then
we grew into adults, moved inland to the landlocked towns and cities
beyond the brooding hills to the west, but we ached for the ocean’s
presence and heard its seductive calls on the night wind. 
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 ... it didn’t occur to us that Lucy-Mae was also a tragic figure in
Gran’s story. In our childhood cowboy games, the sole focus was on
exacting revenge on Billy ‘Blackjack’ Daniels and his gang. Had
Lucy-Mae been tied to the railroad track and rescued at the last
minute by another hero as the locomotive bore down on her? Had
she fled Dawson City with the gold? They were questions that never
entered our minds. Not too long ago, I ran into a distant relative of
hers on the ferry to the island and asked him if he knew anything
about her.
“Oh yes,” he said...

- Introduction

- the ballad of Lucy-mae

When we were children living on the island, Father used to tell us a
strange story about a will left by the owner of the Big House, as he
called it. At the time, I thought a will was a letter that dead people
sent from Heaven saying what they wished us to do with all their
old clothes, pocketknives, chewing tobacco, and other stuff which
they obviously wouldn’t need in the Promised Land. Nonetheless, I
enjoyed the story because afterward, Father always put a Mac
Wiseman record on the old wind-up phonograph and played “Mary
of the Wild Moor.” Father said the will was a real-life version of Mac
Wiseman’s song. 

- Blood moon

The children’s grandmother was on good terms with the fairies.
Often, she left freshly churned butter for them outside her door at
night. In return, they rewarded her with second sight and
extraordinary healing powers, although this was a mixed blessing
in her words. While she was pleased with her healing powers,
second sight was more a curse than a blessing because it forced her
to witness, in real life, the tragedies she had already endured in her
visions. 

- the black arts book
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